
Case study: Open Access journal launch 

EDP Sciences and SICOT partner to deliver cutting-edge 
research within orthopaedics and traumatology 

SICOT, Société Internationale de Chirurgie Orthopédique et de Traumatologie, is an 
international not-for-profit association that aims to promote advancement of the 
science and art of orthopaedics and traumatology at international level, in particular 
for the improvement of patient care, and to foster and develop teaching, research, 
and education.  

A new journal to strengthen SICOT’s mission 

SICOT already publishes a well-established, high-impact 
subscription journal, International Orthopaedics. In order 
to further strengthen its mission of developing teaching, 
research, and education in the field, the Society wanted to 
innovate with a new journal that had an Open Access 
publishing model.  

SICOT wanted to broaden the spectrum of high-quality 
articles that they published; the new journal was 
conceived as complimentary to International 
Orthopaedics and could potentially, pending peer-review, 
offer a home to articles which didn’t fit the scope of the 
existing title. SICOT-J would provide an opportunity for 
the Society to experiment with new offerings to meet the 
changing needs of the academic community, for example, 
accepting additional formats not supported by the main journal. 

The EDP Sciences approach 

Prior to working with SICOT, EDP Sciences already had a long-standing commitment 
to Open Access publishing through many years of supporting partners with their 
offerings and initiatives, and through its own “EDP open” imprint. 

As a publisher founded and driven by academic societies, EDP Sciences could offer 
the “best of both worlds” when launching this new journal: cutting-edge technology 
and systems, matching those found at the largest international publishing houses; 
and a flexible and tailored approach to working that ensures excellent 
communication, partner satisfaction, and projects delivered on time.  
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▶ 98% of authors who answered a survey reported that they would
definitely publish or probably publish in the journal again

International Orthopaedics, the Official Journal of the Société Internationale de Chirurgie
Orthopédique et de Traumatologie (SICOT) http://www.sicot.org/, publishes original
papers from all over the world. The articles deal with clinical orthopaedic surgery or basic
research directly connected with orthopaedic surgery. International Orthopaedics will also
link all the members of SICOT by means of an insert that will be concerned with SICOT
matters.

Finally, it is expected that news and information regarding all aspects of orthopaedic
surgery, including meetings, panels, instructional courses, etc. will be brought to the
attention of the readers.

Manuscripts submitted for publication must contain a statement to the effect that all
human studies have been approved by the appropriate ethics committee and have
therefore been performed in accordance with the ethical standards laid down in the 1964
Declaration of Helsinki. It should also be stated clearly in the text that all persons gave
their informed consent prior to their inclusion in the study. Details that might disclose the
identity of the subjects under study should be omitted.

Reports of animal experiments must state that the "Principles of laboratory animal
care" (NIH publication No. 85-23, revised 1985) were followed, as well as specific national
laws (e.g. the current version of the German Law on the Protection of Animals) where
applicable.

The editors reserve the right to reject manuscripts that do not comply with the above-
mentioned requirements. The author will be held responsible for false statements or for
failure to fulfil the above-mentioned requirements.
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Launching SICOT-J 

SICOT chose EDP Sciences as their preferred publishing partner and launched SICOT-J 
in 2015, waiving all APCs for the first year. In the Journal’s second year EDP Sciences 
proposed the “Liberty APC model” where the author chooses their own fair price to 
publish their Open Access article. Liberty APCs were designed to enable all authors 
who have a requirement to publish Open Access to publish in a journal relevant to 
their research, regardless of access to funding. Since the Journal launched, it has 
seen positive uptake of this innovative model, and the number of authors who are 
choosing to pay for publication is currently sustainable enough to continue offering 
it as an option. 

The excellent and enthusiastic editorial board of SICOT-J has already brought in a 
large number of submissions and continues working to ensure the journal is meeting 
the changing needs of the orthopaedics and traumatology community. 

Partnering with EDP Sciences 

For more information, contact: 
Anne Simoneau, Director of Business Development, 
EDP Sciences
anne.simoneau@edpsciences.org  


